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Te are aa oe of the Way : Te have FRET 
many to ſhmble at the Law : Te have corrupted the 
Couenant of Levi. 

Ther ore have I alſo made you contemptible and 
| baſe ore all the People. Mal. 2. 8, 9. 

They counted our Life a Paſtime, and our Time 4 


* Market for Gain; For, ſay they, we muſt be 
8 Way, though ; it be ly et Means.” With. 1. 15. 
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AL unbounded Liberty, grant- 
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wer, 18.notallow'd by any 
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e © 0 it * yy wiſh'd he 
d rather yd to have leffen'd their 
Nataber than to encourage every Man to 
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of ever Man judging for himſelf accord- 
ing to his own Notion of what he finds in 
Scriptu re, whchdor ring ing fades ect in Point | 
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any ſpiritual or — Power, give 
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will oblige me to believe Scripture as : 
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We heeame a Re- 
mation by,haking off the Fels of, Popes 
r from our 2 — and leaving them 
ree. to believe Spripture, —— the Aſlifts 

of God's $ rit every ons beſt under+ 
nds it 3 and, H we will continuea Refbrs 
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$ do any ther, Vang retain-thit bl eſſell 
65 WE recover d to. believe the Tenetg 
Congregation, , or ous: own, tho! hot 
Any Congregstien whatſoever. - 
Liberty 18000: allo d by 
cgauen, when in Power. as 
ſhewy by Pre iyue- 
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(5) 
as to impoſe them by Force upon oth: 
maſt of "Neceſſity be in the 10 83 ati 
will endeavour t6 oonvince ou, that iche 
tiue Spirit of Reformatioii 1 not in ca 


particulieCongrey zation, that conſtrains a 
others — te its“ Decifions. Th 
Shaich ofiB5plznd would Bring all others 


intvits Pale he Lurberant would 5 75 


pate the Ouloingts ; the Preſpyrerians, 
e cn — _ Chu urch 9 
| which they call Popiſh an 
— — would abolfltt 
the Name — the Pre = „ As wa ſee 
when t re carrying ir t 
Reformation dhe je br be ould, hi 
uiſſent from en. as the 
endeavour d tö do in Germam, where the 
Propagation®of their Goſpel © coſt above. 
Lives ; and the 'Hugonbty in France 
pit much more Blood to eftabliſh th 
This is not the Spirit of- true Chriſtia 
Libertx which Lam for reſfofing, 5 
godly Perſons have endexvour'd at as well 


as Fat and among them ſome p + Prelates,, C 
thot all are nòt vf the ſame Mind. © Ther 1 
are now many Great Men, 6 eatheſtly* |} 

contend! for that ſo often fühſöcreſsfü = 
was Scheme of a Conipretittifion 331 ie d 
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late piots Bifhop'of. Sarum was ev 
goraus Contender for it; nos has it ae 
che Support» of a 2 uit 

40 was 


GP 


was a glorigus Project to unite all irrecon- 
2 cileable Parties, to make the Sheep and 
4 the Goats, the | Oxen and the Swine; the 
© Foxes and the Geeſe, the Lambs and the 
© Lyons, lie down together, to join them in 

2 ſtrict Alliance, and to make them all of 

bes Mind, tho they vary as much in Opi- 
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nions as the moſt ſuperſtitious Bigots, and 
the rankeſt Atheiſts, for ſuch muſt be alfo 
admitted into the Society, becauſe All bis 
(Chriſt's) Subjects, in ubat Station ſoever they 
223 equally Subjects to him, and that no 
one of them, any mare than another, hath Au- 
"Thority either to make new Laws for Chriſt's 
Subjefts, or to impoſe a Senſe upon the old 
* Ones, which is the ſame Thing, or to judge, 
Tenſure, or puniſh the Servants of another 
Maſter, in Matters relating purely to Con- 
ience or Salvation. Serm. p. 16. Again p. 
38, The Sanctions of Chriſt's Law are Re- 
wards and Puniſhments. But of what Sort? 
Fot the Rewards of this World; not the Of- 
ei or Glories of this State; not the Pains 
@f Priſons, Baniſhments, Fines, or the leſſer 
id more moderate Penalties ; nay, not the 
mech leſſer negative Diſcouragements that be- 
ry Wore to buman Society. Thus you ſee that 
ing all equally Subject to Chriſt, and no 
We more than another having Authority to 
age, cenſure, or puniſh, the moſt ignorant 
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Wuzlctonign is upon a Level with the 
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A2ft Liberty to follow E 3 


moſt learhed Biſhop ; and to puniſh, or . 


much as cenſure any one for deny ing the 3 
Trinity, or the Divinity of Cbriſt, w aux 
other of the Points which ſome call Fun- 
damentals of Chriftianity, is utterly n- 

lawful, and a Breach of Chtiftian Liberty. 

Nor are the much leſſer negative Diſcourdfe- | 
ments, that is, the excluding of any from 
rhe good Offices and Places of Profit, mote 
juſtifiable : And for this Reaſon it is, that 
Land many others piouſly inclin d, not con- 
tent with the Toleration, which ſets Men # 


leaſe, or none at all, havelabour'd fo earneft- * 
y to repeal the Occaſtonal Act, to the End 
that one Set of Men may not engroſs all 
the Comforts of this World, but that theß 
may be diſtributed among the holy Race df 


”"» 
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Free-Thinkers ; and yet it is a great Satis- 
faction to behold with what Eaſe and Ala- 
crity- Men can outwardly conform to thoſe 
who would reſtrain them, rather than loſe 
any Advantage that may be made 1. an 
outward ſeeming to abandon thoſe Princk 
ples which ſtil} continue deeply rooted in 
their * Were be not * this Eveny 
neſs of Temper, and zeatous Difpofitten,” 
how eould any Aﬀertor of fuch Chriſtian 1 
Latitude, who is fully convinc'd of the E 
quality above mention d among the Sab · 
jects of Cbrift, and of the Wrong done in 

7 55 checking 
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0 checking of any for heterodoxical Opinions 
| 1 in Religion, condeſcend to take upon him 
7 the heavy Burden of a Biſhoprick, or any 
. © other of thoſe call'd Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ments, and thereby oblige himſelf to preach 
1 to, and inſtruct thoſe, who, in his Conſci- 
1 q _ he knows are no way bound to believe 
dlm. | 

Len I muſt own like the Notion well 
K enough, as to the Rewards of this World be- 
ning none of thoſe promis d by Cbriſt ; but 
„ then, why do the Saints ſo eagerly contend 


1 for them? ls it not ſufficient that they are at 
d full Liberty to believe or diſbelieve, to go 
1 to Church, or ſtay at Home? Why do Com- 
; prehenſioners and Men of Latitudinarian 
of Principles, aſpire to Dignities in the Church 
7 they condemn, and endeavour to lay open 
to all the wild Herd? | 
Ben. I thought you had underſtood. bet- 
ter, or at leaſt would not have ſtarted a 
> Queſtion which might be of ill Conſe- 
* ome to Perſons more ſtreight lac'd in 
Point of Principles, than we Comprehenſi- 
oners generally are. Every Se, it is well 
known, is for Gentleneſs and Moderation 
when under Hatches ; but when once they 
z. get tothe Helm, they all exert their Ta- 
b. lent, and trim their Sails to their own 
Humour. Then the good Things of the 
Earth are for the Saints alone; they are 
Wy | B unwilling 


QT 


unwilling to truſt entirely to the Bleſſings 
of another Life, which they have not 


and : thoſe who moſt rail at the Church, 
are ever well pleas'd to enjoy its Revenues. 
We who are for allowing all to ground 
their Principles and Practices on Scripture, 


ways to be ſuppos'd that we follow the 


Conſcience is what we pleaſe to make it. 
The Quakers think it not law ful to ſwear 
at all, and ground their Opinion upon 
-Scripture ; and if we can think it lawful, 


ture, to forſwear our ſelves, there is no 
Fault to be found with us. For, accord- 7; 


what we pleaſe, and conſequently be Lu- 
therant, Presbyterians, Mupgletonians, 44. 
riant, or whatſoever elſe thall beſt ſuit 
with our Opinion and Judgment, Popery 7 


.wifh'd that we could compel all Men in- 
to one Congregation, becauſe that would 


becauſe they are ſo many godly Branches 
from the Tree of Life, but pious Compre- 
Patt yr benſioners 
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ſeen, without ſome Earneſt here in Hand 


as underſtood by themſelves, cannot be 
blam'd for acting as we think fit. It is al- 


Dictates of our Conſcience, becauſe our 


according to our Interpretation of Scrip- : 


ing to our true Liberty, we may believe 


ly excepted. It is not therefore to be 7 


be mere Popery; and the many Sets among 7 
us, are rather a Bleſſing, than a Misfortune, x; 
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benſioners are grafting them all on again, 
* without any Diſtinction, that the ſame 
Tree may at once produce ſour, and bitter, 
and even poiſonous Fruit, as well as the 
” ſweet and wholſome ; for, F there can be 
no Reward where there is no willing Choice, 
then, in all or any of thoſe Caſes, to apply 
Force or Flattery, Worldly Pleaſure, or 


1 
"of 


Pain, is to act contrary to the Intereſls of 
true Religion. Serm. . 20. 85 

= Ken. By this Rule every Man may 
change Religions as often as he ſhifts 

His Linnen, and, what is worſe, profeſs one 
Religion outwardly, and be really of ano- 
ther in his Mind. | 

Ben. You may perhaps be ſtartled at my 

Anſwer ; for moſt Men conceive it isabſurd 
to run over from one Religion to another; 


* 0 
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but the Truth muſt not be conceal'd, 
though it may ſeem a Sandal to the Fews, 
and a Folly to the Gentils, In ſhort, it is 
the Doctrine of all Comprehenſioners ; and 
a 1 he late Biſhop of Sarum, if he were li- 
t Fing, would not ſtick to tell you as I do, 
and many others, would they ſpeak their 
Minds, might as well as we, that we may 
- Ewith a ſafe Conſcience be to Day Church 
d of England Men here, Preſhyterians in 
8 Scotland, Lutherans in Germany, Secinians 
5 in Poland, and of any other Sect in any of 


thoſe or other Countries; for no one of his 
B 2 (CHRIST'S) 
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(12) | 
(CHRIST) Subjeds, ' is Law-giver and 
Fudge over others. Serm. p. 25. And a- 3 


Lea ws may appear fully to their own 
allen, if if they baue Recourſe to Him 
him elf in the 6% (p. key ) if they think 
it Fei Aurbority that he. bath' de- 
clard the Conditions of their 3 [ 
and that no Man upon 8 bath 4 
tbority to declare or to * *F 
Tith to them ʒ 3 if they ruft no Moral 7 
with the abſolute DireBion of their Canſci- 
ences. Here you plainly ſee no Man is to 4 
be truſted with Direction of Conſciences, | 
and conſequently every Man is free to em- 
brace whatſoever is ſuitable to his own 1 
Notions, to be of what Religion he plea- 
ſes, and to change it whenſoever his Fancy 4 

or his Intereſt ſhall perſwade him ſo to do. 
And 5 ſame is before poſitively aſſerted, 3 
Serm. p. 11, in theſe Words: As che 
7 


Church of Chriſt 5s the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
He himſelf is King; and in this it is im- 
ply d: that He is himſelf the ſole Law.giver 1 
to his Subjects, and himſelf the ſole Judge 
of, their Behaviour, in the Aff airs of Con- 1 
ſcience and eternal Salvation. And in chis | 
Senſe therefore, His Kingdom is not offi 
this World; zhat He hath in theſe Points, 14 
left bebind "Lim. ms viſible, human Autho-\ 
rity ; no Vicegerents, who can be ſaid pro- 
eps to rs bis Place no . 


(1) 


upon whom bir Subjects are abſolutely to 
—.— > no Judges over their Conſcienc es, 
or Religion of bit People. Now, if no 
Man is Judge over another in Caſe of Con- 
ſcience and Religion, every Man is fu- 
preme Judge for himſelf, and not to be 
Tontroul'd by any other. Whence follows, 
that tho' an Opinion to me or all others 
ſeem never {o abſurd and abominable, if 
it be according to your Judgment ſound 
and agreeable to Scripture, you are at 
Liberty to embrace the ſame, to adhere to 
it as long as you think fit, and to lay it 
don for a worſe, the Moment that you 
like another better. 
Len. The Word Abſolute or Abſolutely, 
mention d in the Quotations, | has made 
Xa great Noiſe, and occaſion d a ſhame- 
ful Controverſy, in common News-Papers, 
between dignify'd Perſons, who have ſolemn- 
ly calld God to witneſs to the Truth of their 
Aſſertions; and thoſe Aſſertions bei 
er contradictory, it is plain that one or more 
"7 muſt be directly per jur d. It is true, that 
n- one of them, who calls himſelf an impar- 
i tial Hiſtorian, has before been known to 
prevaricate, and contradict himſelf, with- 
out the leaſt Shame or Remorſe; but that 
ois not new, he has the Example of a late 
Reverend Prelate, who was famous on the 
ſame Account, that is, for teaching and 
O91 | preaching 
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( 14 ) 
_ preaching eontradictory Doctrines, which 
muſt be the Effect of the Principle you 
maintain, of the Liberty of chopping Te- 
nets and Religions as oft as we think con- 
venient ; and there is no Doubt but that 
Intereſt is generally the moſt prevailing 
Motive for ſuch Change in our Sentiments. { 
I will not enter into that Controverſy 
about the Words above- mention d, and I F 
admire why others ſhould" contend about 
them, when in Reality they make nothing 
either Way, unleſs it be to cavil on, . "x 
to ſerve for a Loop-hole, or Evaſion, when 
hard preſs'd in Point of Argument. Au- 
thority muſt be abſolute, or it will dwin- 
dle away to no Authority at all; for if 
every Man is left to judge of the Extent 
of that Authority, every Man will caſt it 
off when it is not exercis'd agreeably to 
his Inclination, and thus it will become 
precarious, This is a Doctrine which no i 
refarm'd Congregation holds. The Pre 
byterian Aſſemblies exerciſes as abſolute 
Authority as' any Popes Councils, and 
the Independent Aſſemblies will not yield 
to: enthers- 11555 21015 u a 
Ben. Whatſoever any particular Con- 
gregations may practiſe, what I maintain 
is, that this Liberty of believing as every 
Man pleaſes, and changing his Sentiments at 
Will, is Orthodox reform d Doctrine; which | 
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do thus: It is unconteſtedly true, that 
kene Rule of Faith of the Reformation, is 
Seripture, as the humble Heart, aſſiſted by 
Ahe Spirit of the Lord, underſtands i itz for 
— will never admit their Rule of 
Faith to be Scripture, as interpreted by 
he Church of England, but as interpreted 
by themſelves; nor will the Church of 
England admit Scripture to be the Rule of 
Faith, as interpreted by the Preſbyterians ; 
and ſo of every other Congregation, and 
J even to every private Perſon, as we ſee in 
many, who follow their own Notions, 

and will be reſtrain'd by no Body of Men ; 
4 ind for Inſtance, in Mr. Whifton, who has 
*SFeviv'd that which ſome call the Arian 
Hereſy, - deſtroying the Myſtery of the 
Trinity z tho'why that, or any other, ſhould 
pe call Fi a Hereſy, does not appear to me, 
ace it is Scripture as underſtood by him, 
and as it had been. by many Thouſands 
pefore him, tho condemn d by the Church. 
In ſhort, the Doctrine of the Reformation 
is Scripture as each Congregation, / and 
Perſon of found Judgment, interprets it. 
"4 his being a certain Toh, any Man of 
Wound Judgment may rad Seri; 

ture as interpreted bes Boer ran Church. 

nd judge in his Conſcience the Interpre- 
ation and Doctrine to be true, and conſe- 
9 85 may with a ſafe Conſcience _ 
1. Els 
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(16) 
feels that Religion; ſoon after he may meet 
with Calvins Books, and being taken with | 
his Reaſons, may in his Confelence judge 
his Interpretation to be preferr d before 
Luther's, and lawfully quit Lutheraniſm, | 
to embrace Calviniſm. Again he may alter 
his Mind, and believe that the Church of 
Eng land is better than either of the for- ö 
mer, and embrace its Communion. In 
ſhort, if Mr. Whifton's Writings and Mug. 
gleton's Book ſhould afterwards ſeem _ ; 
to him, he may follow either of them, 
one after the other, for ſtill he will po I 
Scripture his Rule of Faith, as interpre- e. 
ted by thoſe Men of ſound Judgment, and 
as that Expoſition ſuits with his own Un-Z 
derſtanding. The ſeveral Congregations I 
have already mention'd, and many more, 
are reform'd, and therefore, in quitting 
one, to eſpouſe another, he no way depart 
from the Reformation. Our late 2 F 
- Biſhop of Sarum, for fome Years, by his? 2 
Sermons and other Writings, perſwaded 3 
the World, that he look d upon uncondi- 
tional paſſive Obedience as a fundamental A 
Part of Religion, and ſuch he labour'd to 
prove it by Scripture ; yet afterwards, upon 
ſecond Thoughts, he found by Scripture 
that he had been in the Wrong, and ac 
cordingly cry'd down that Doctrine hey 
_— fo oke ren as 3 and 
; cards; 


5 
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# ſcandalous. The moſt Reverend Archbi- 
& ſhop Tillot ſun, the Reverend Dr. Sherlock, 
and more than I have Leiſure to enume- 
rate, have done the ſame. _ . 
"+ Ken. I have declar'd in Print, that what 
m, pleaſes you, + muſt pleaſe: every one, I 
ter _Fonfeſs it pleaſes me; but between Friends, 
of many are offended at it; and it is a bold 
or- Aſſertion, when we know ſo many are 
In Mtritly devoted to their Teachers, to tell 
g. them they are at Liberty to caſt them off. 
ter This I grant is a Want of true Reflection 
or in them, for in adhearing to this or that 
ke Party, they in Reality follow their own 
re. Judgment, as they judge their Party to be 
nd petter than another. However, it looks 
Jm Ill to diſcover theſe Secrets; for Men 
s are but too apt to ſay, that the Li- 
re, berty you allow of paſſing from one Reli- 
ing gion to another, upon every Turn of Fancy, 
rt! without Reſtraint, ſets them free to quit 
nd all Religions, and profeſs none. | 
hi Ben. You have given the World ſuffi- 
led Fient Teſtimony, that you believe it law- 
di. NJ ul to contradi& your Self as Occaſion of- 
tal fers ; and you have lately undauntedly laid 
tothe whole of your Salvation at Stake a- 
gainſt a Prelate, who depended on your 
&F Teſtimony. This you have doubtleſs done 
$ with a ſafe Conſcience, according to your 
8g own Way of interpreting Scripture z "Ow, 
= | i 
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Wnex'd to them. It is worthy to be ob- 
be red, that the Papiſte, whatſoever may 
an & faid of them, will not ſuffer any Mem- 
4. Er of their Church to practiſe that we 
ſin II Occaſional Conformity z or if any but 
in- ce does fo, out of any temporal Reſpect, 
he- is entirely cut off from their Communion, 
nd Md never admitted again, without the So- 
ain Wmnity of abjur ing the Errors, as they call 
ger em, of that Congregation he comply' d 
to ith; but among the Reform'd. nothing is 
nr; Wore common than for German Lutherans 
he P conform with the eſtabliſh'd Church in 
| C 2 England, 


Eng land; Church of England M 


what thoſe 


4 
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Men to go to 
the Lut heran Churches in Germany ; the f 


ſame of French Hugonats in England, and 
Engliſh Proteitafts in France ; and what is 


more, even in England to go to Church in 
the Morning, and to the Meeting in the Af 
ternoon, and to leave the Meeting entire 
Iy where any Intereſt requires it. 
Len. You ſeem to have gone a great Waj 7 
in making good your Aſſertion by thi 
Practice of particular Men; yet, becauſ 
Perſons did, may not be look! 

upon as a Rule for others, I deſire yo 
will quote ſome farther Inſtances of Me, 
famous in the Reformation, and above all? 
that you will inform me, whether ever an 
reform'd Synod, or ſuch like Aſſembly 19 
Authority authoriz'd our changing frost 
one Religion to another. 'Y 
Ben. The Synod of Charexton in Franc 
held about the Year 1634, expreſsly d 
clires it is allalike for your Salvation, W 
ther you be a Calvinift a Lutheran, or AN 
any reform'd Congregation, becauſe the 
all agree in fundamental Points; and ti 
Lutherans have nothing of Superſtition & 
Idolatry in their Manner of divine Worſhi 
Thus, according to this Synod, you may | 
a Lutheran, a Preſbyterian, an Anabapti 
an Independent, a Smeet: ſinger, a Quali 
4 Mug gletonian, a Brownift, a Millennary 


(21) 


or what elſe you pleaſe, and run thro' them 
all without any Prejudice to your Conſcience. 
* Beſjdes, Luther, the firſt Reformer, who, 


is. the ſame. Sy nod of Charenton ſays, was a 
in Man extraordinarily rais d by God, and reple- 
Iniſh'd with his Spirit to repair the Ruins of 


his Church; this great Man, I ſay, taught, 
4 Elerariow of the Sacrament, 
was Idolatry, and yet he practis'd it, 


and commanded it ſhould be praQtis'd in the 


— Church of Wittemberg, to ſpite that De- 


vil Carolſtadius, as he ex preſſes it himſelf. 


Zuinglius alſo, little inferior to Luther, 
3 ſays, That God inſpir'd him to preach what 
* Nofrine was ſuitable to the Times; and 


3 conſequently, as the Times chang'd, he 
might change his Doctrine. But to come 


Home, what more auguſt Aſſembly than 
an Engliſh Parliament! and how well has 
that ſhewn us what Changes may be made 
in Religion! In King Henry the eighth's 
Days, when the Popiſh Religion prevail'd, 
that was by Parliament curtaild by cut- 
ting off the Pope's Supremacy, ſuppreſling 
of Monaſteries, and many other Particu- 
lars; and yet Lutherans, Calviniſts, and o- 
'thers, were publickly burnt by the ſame 
Authority which had abſolutely eſta- 
bliſh'd the Opinion of the real Preſence in 
the Sacrament. In the Reign of the In- 
fant Edward the ſixth, under the Nang 

3 
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of his Authority, the Parliament aboliſhd 
All that had been done as to Religion, ſet 2; 
up Zuingliani i, and endeavour d to extir- 
pate Popery. Queen Mary ſoon ſucceed- 
ing, the Parliament again fully reſtor'd Po- 
pery, and made Laws to baniſſi the Refor- 
mation e Her Reign was ſhort; and Queen 
Elisabeth ſucceeding, her Parliament again 4 
over«turn'd\ Popery, and eſtabliſh'd a Forth 
of Religion quite different from any that 
had been before. The Parliament of King 
Charles the firſt, not only overthrew the 
Church af England, and ſet up Preſtytery, 
but alſo cut off that King's Head, in a great 
Meafure for fupporting of Epifcopacy, and 
oppoling their Reformation. The Army 
under Oliver Cromwel (and that was a great 
reform'd Aﬀembly)caſt down the Preſbytert- 
ans headlong, and ſet up the Tadependents. 
King Charles the ſecond. being reſtor'd, 
the Parliament again reſtor d the Chur 
of Eng land, excluſive of all other Congre- 
gat ions, as well in Scotland, as in England. 
King James the ſecond having been dethron' d 
for giving Liberty of Conſcience, of his own 
Authority, the Parliament of England 
granted that ſame Liberty of Conſcience, - 
only excluſive to Papiſts ; and what is more 
the Parliament of Scorland 3 Epiſ- 
copacy and the Church of England in that 
Kingdom. and eſtabliſh'd Preſbytery. 2 
E i 6, of 0 n | . 4 5 t en, 
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Shen, un r Queen Anne, a Tolerat ion was 


granted for S piſcopal Preachers in Scotland, 


t J and all Endeavours have been ſince us'd to 


d MM nu tw th 
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bring about the long projected Comprehen- 
ſion; which, tho it has hitherto miſcar- 


xy d, is certainly in a good Way of ſuc- 


peeding; and notwithſtanding all the Out- 
rr y againſt. a Sermon calculated to forward 
3 hat good Work, is ſo well back d, that it 
car —_— fail of being brought to Per- 
Fer. 2 2812 > 91 151 15 | 21 04 
Len. Since you are come back to tht 
e benz, cannot but take Notice 
8 the Proceedings of our Adverſaries. 
The Econ Doctor, in his firſt Letter, p. 21, 
7 ays, There muſt be, and there is a Subordi- 
nation of Miniſters, who are the Tudges and 
Guides of his (Chriſt's) People, by Virtue 
157 an Aut bority that he has delegated to 
Irbem. This is a poſitive Aſſertion, but 

3 how it will ſtand with what he tells us p. 
26, I cannot conceive; his Words are 
bete F the collective Body of the Clergy, 
legally aſſembled, agree upan any Determi- 
= nations or Deciſions ;, if they frame any Arti- 
1 cles or Canons contrary to what we are taught 
in the Scriptures, they cannot bind the Con- 
|. homes, . Are not we then the Judges of 
what we are taught in Scripture? or who 
are? He ſays before, the Miniſters are the 
Judges and Guides; but here we are left 
to 


3 
5 


(24 ) { 
to judge for ourſelves, whether thoſe Judges 
and Guides judge right? Is not this a pal- 
pable Contradidtion > What Authority has 

that Judge againſt whoſe Judgment the 


Perſon judg'd can decide > That he can de- 
cide, is plain, becauſe he has no ſupream 
Court to appeal to in this World; then of 
Courſe it follows, that the Judgment being, 
in his Opinion, contrary to what we are 
taught in the holy Seriptures, the Judge 
has no Power left to decide againſt him: 
Every Man is to judge of what is con- 
trary to the holy Scriptures, and thus the 
Doctor is come to own what you have aſ- 
ſerted, that all Men are equal, and that 
there is no Judge in this World over the 
Conſciences of Men. The Certainty of 
this Truth will appear in every controvert- 
ed Point. The Preſbyterians, Independents, 
Sc. pollitively aſſert that Epiſcopacy is 
contrary to Scripture z the Church of Eng- 
land has decided the contrary ; now who is 
to be Judge between them? Will the $ 
282 G. ſubmit to a Church of 
England Convocation? or will that be de- 
, termin'd by a Preſbyterian Aſſembly? II 
neither will, it is plain that neither is“ 
Judge, or that they are both equally ſo for 
themſelves. Mr. Whiſton above. ment ion d, 
has reviv'd that which was call'd the Arian 


Hereſy, and endeavours to overthrow the 
| Myſtery 


2 (ep) 

My ſtery of the Trinity, generally look'd 
upon as one of the main Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, the firſt of the thirty nine 
Articles of the Church of England; and for 
$:1mpugning of which, by the fifth Canon, 
F he'ought to be excommunicated. Yet what 
Power can puniſn him? He was proceeded 


e againſt in the late Reign; he aſſerted his Opi- 
e nion, and that being according ro his Senſe 


: "of: Scripture, all the Proceedings fell to the 


Ground, becauſe doubtleſs Mr. Vhiſton be- 
e 4 lieves the aforeſaid Article and Canon to be 
- contrary to what he is taught in the holy 
it Scriptures, | This will be the Plea of every 
e Man, and that moſt juſtly according to 
f the Doctor, who deaves it to us to judge, 
whether the Determinations and Deciſions 
, of the collective Body of the Clergy, are 
is contrary to what we are taught in the ho- 
ly Scriptures ;; and there being none to give 
S X 1 8 between our Opinions and their 


e Deciſions, the whole Authority devolves to 
f * out ſelves, and we are conſtituted the ſole 
And ſupream Judges ; which is all that the 
l. Sermon contends for. Nor has the St. Mar- 
tis Lecturer ſucceeded any better than the 
Doctor ; he makes a fine Harangue, and in 
his Sermon, p. 26, charges ſome Perſons 
wich pleading againſt thoſe Do&rines which 
e they have in Effect ſworn to defend, and 
for the Sake of temporal Advantages, pro- 

| D felling 


E -:the Cauſe, dec lar ing, that the Church doe: | 


that wh: 


5 Words: are theſe 2: It doeg not in the lea 
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feſſing what they do nat believe but chen 4” 
agam, p. 27. be, like the Doctor, gives up 


1 preclude, che Judgment of; private her- 
nm but only! requires. them to ſubmit to her - 
: ;Decifpans. in: .abſtruſe Points of Divinity of | 
banhich at is impaſſible far the: Groſs Man. 
u 60 * Fudget. Now, pray who it? 

there that up to maintain an Rae 
low it to be; abſtruſe, and: him 
ſelf td Beef the Groſs. of Nankind, and 
-Junfit-to: judge of the ſame. I have ſaid e. 

; \ndugh toi tiris before, and will not chere. 

fore tire bu with too much of it. F 

gen, Lam iobligd-to you for your Re. 

marks: om thoſs Pieces; I could not have 


e to the Purpoſe, my ſelf 


6 
| 
J« 
„ 


-ibut ut you in Mind of his Poſtſcript a 
chere; p. 35. you will find ſome Lines, a. 
2: hedaysp wers abſtruſe, of. which it is, inge, 
2: let for the Groſs of Mankind (or, I believe 
the moſt refin d Part) to be Judges. Hi 


at apiainſs any Aſſertion;ro ſay, that the Sub 
Jecta haut a Right ty examine, and are not to 
4 hey d haſ Commands, which are (contrary. il. 
7: Chriſt's, which we: all-acknowledge.. In tbii 
£ Caſe: the Church hat h nat only — abſolute 
Authority, Aut no Authority: at all. And thi | 

bannt 2 us to a Clue which will unrave 

. "the whale 5 of the Fallacy. Ifthe'Church 


a» | Ot 


* | 


6627) 


g or State, or both, have an y legiſia tive Autbo- 


2 


en 


ap vation, it muſt be abſolute; as all legiſla- 


ive Authority is, and muſt} be. Again, p. 
37. having allow d the Church of England / 
A 40 be founded upon the noble Claim of 
4 — Right of Chriſtians to judge for them- 

, he goes on, and adds, And upon ano- 

Fob Claim too, which is no 25 noble; I 
. ean that of 4 Right in herſelf of being 
abſolutely obey'd in Matters either indit- 

al ferent in 'themictves, or difficult to be un- 
e. Herſtood, My Friend, is not this a nota- 
oY ple Clue to ding us out of the Maze? No 

Authority at all, and yet an abſolute Au- 
Thority | Chriſtians to judge for themſelves, 
end yet the Church to be abſolutely obey'di 
1 It is plain he will urge the abſolute 
1 Obedience is in Things indifferent in them- 

ſelves, or difficult to be underſtood ; but 
A there lies all the Difficulty, every Man 
will judge whether the Things he urges, 
bre indifferent, or difficult to be underſtood. - 


I at all in Matters 4 Conſcience or Sal. 


6 


1 J he ſays they are not, then where is the 
ne abſolute Power of the Church? How ſhall- 


we reconcile this abſolute Authority,” and. 

no Authority at all? 972 

.* © Ken. Thole are Trifles that never At- 

3 fturb m Reſt. I once thought, that ſay ing 

and unſaying had been m peculiar Privict 

lege and Talent, but am now ſenſible of 
SL; „ my 


( 28 ) | 
my Miſtake ; that pretty Knack of Self- Con- 
tradiction is become ſo common, that if it 
were not ſometimes profitable, I ſhould be apt 'F 
to renounce it; but that might prove of ill 
Conſequence, and my Comfort is, Iam not . 
troubled with many Qualms of Conſci- 
encez which in meis of ſuch a happy Tem- 
per, that it never oppoſes any Thing that 
carries a Proſpect of Gain. I have been of- 
ten upbraided with having cry'd up a cer- 
tain Prince even above all that is human, 
and not long after repreſenting him black- . 
er than a Fiendʒ with preaching upone Sort 
of DoArine one Sunday, and the very Reverſe | 
of it the next; with many more pretty 
Turns of the like Nature; but no Man 
could ever upbraid me with having written, 

taught, or maintain'd any Thing that was 

againſt my Intereſt. Ibis puts me in 

Mind of our Adverſary Nick, of whoſe 

Judgment I had once a better Opinion, than | 

I can..,entertain at preſent: He is pleas d 

to boaſt of his uninterrupted Friendſbip 7 

more than fifteen Tears Continuance with me, 

and yet he takes me to be a Man of ſo much 

Chriſtian Courage and Integrity, as to do him 

Juſtice in acknowledging the Truth. What 

| Man befides himſelf, who has heard of my || 

Name, would have entertain'd ſuch an O- 
pinion of me? He banters me with the Ti- 
tle of impartial Hiſtorian, and at the Jams 
Var © | , ime 


i 
1 
| 
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Time repofes a Confidence on my Integri- 
"ty. I will not diſpute his Judgment in 
Hooks; but I muſt aver, he has no Skill in 
Feading of Men. To depend on my Since- 
ity, after an Acquaintance of above fifteen 
Tears, is ſuch a Blunder as I thought he 


zould never have been guilty of. It is ſur- 
rising, that a Perſon ſo ſagacious, who 
Fould fee into the Heart of Geoffrey of 
EMonmouth, dead above five hundred Years 
pefore he was born, as to tell us, he had a pecu- 
iar Fancy for Stories ſurmounting all ordinary 
Faith; and that all the Superſtructure of 
His Hiſtory upon Nennius, is fire new, and 
Purely bis own; it is ſurprizing, I fay, that 
e ſhould be ſo well acquainted with ſuch 
In utter Stranger, and fo great a Stranger 
Wo a conſtant. Acquaintance of above fifteen 
ears. His laying his eternal Salvation 
pon it, has not avail'd him, for I have 
ithtbe moſt ſolemn Appeal to God, deny'd the 
whole Matter ; and not only ſo, but I have 
taken the Freedom to tell him, he has told a 
falſe Story ſo often, that he believes it him- 
Flelf. All this I ow'd to my natural Incli- 
nation, to unſay what I had ſaid before; 
but more to my. darling Intereſt, which I 
hope may be much more advanc'd by ad- 
hearing to you in this Caſe, than to him. 
en. Lou have acted altogether like your 
ſelf. Men of our Parts and aſpiring 
227 8 e 4 Thoughts, 
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ftanding ; it could ſcarce have enter'd into 
the Heart of any other to preſent the 


(3009 | 
Thoughts, cannot think our ſelves under 
any Obligation of owning in publick what 
we ſay in private, or of ſcrupling at a few T, 
Oaths, when they are requiſite for the 
compaſſing of our Ends. Let us leave 
that Perſon we were talking of, to try the 
Teſt of his Reputation againſt yours, and 
tell me your Opinion of that friendly Let- 
ter publiſh'd in the Flying Poſt of Saturday 


| 
A Þ 
( 
| 
{ 
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July the 13th; the Writer of it has deſerv 4d 
very well. 00.269 = 1 
Ken. That he does deſerve, is beyond all 
Diſpute ; but what Sort of Reward is uncer- 
tain, I do not expect you ſhould own it; 
for, as we have been obſerving, that is not 
our Method, and yet I cannot but ingeni- 
ouſly profeſs to you, I am fully convinced 
in my Mind, that the Letter you mention, 
is the Product of your own clear Under- 


World with ſuch a Maſs of fulſome Flat- 
tery upon one who has ſo little Claim to i 


7 


any Part of it; but the Contrivance is not 


amiſs; tho ſome, who have but half an Eye, 
cannot be ſo groſſy impos d upon, yet there 
are Multitudes of blind Zealots; who are 
eaſily gull'd by the moſt palpable Cheats! 
And tho' your .poetical Genius be not the 
moſt exalted, the Addition of the Acroſtick, 
as feeming to come from another Hand, 
155 | was 
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was proper enough for thoſe who are ta- 


ken with the empty. Jingle of. Rhimes, 
& Without; the. leaſt Regard to Hebe 
I. Hen. Theſe little Shifts - are not. worth 
Jour ſpending more Time on them; whoſo- 
Jever writ the Letter and the Acroſtick, they 
cannot fail of doing good Service. Let us 
come now; to the Letter in anſwer to that 
Hof the Eton Doctor. Do not you admire that 
calm and undiſturbd Temper which appears 
through the whole Piece, and that extra- 
ordinary Method of. — Things plain 
and eaſy, which vo Man before could un- 
© derſtand, at leaſt as they, Are; now made 
4 out ? 11e 35 CO 1 
en. You know very well I am ſo entire- 
; —— that I have already declar'd, 
that what pleaſes you, muſt pleaſe every Bo- 
dy ; ſo vomphiſant I have been, as to tell 
vou ſo, tho I am ſenſible of the Falſhood 
of my Aſſertion.! As-to:the Letter to the 
Doctor, you now ſpeak of, I muſt be free 
to own, that the greater Part of Mankind 
ſees through that pretended Calmneſs, and 
© ® affirms. it is full of Rancour and Spleen, 
© |; charging the Doctor home with Ignorance 
and Injuſtice, in theſe Words, p. 13. you 
could or would haue repreſented me fairly; 
, | whichi is flatly charging him with Malice 
I, and Want of Senſe, ſince he neither could 
* nor and do Juſtice. The .ironical Con- 
1 gratulation 


r 


* 
be” 
I 


gratulation upon the publick Honour late 
Iy done him, p. 47, is generally agreed ty 
be Sarcaſtick. The Perbaps, in the ſan'® 
4 Page, that his Notion of Religion forbid 
him to ſhew! any Civility to any one fro 
- whom he ſometimes imagines he differs, 
loobd upon as aw Inſinuation that he hi 
no Religion or Civility. Theſe are 


| few of the boaſted Flig s of Moderatid 
1 and Sedateneſs, which are generally takq 
| Notice of, among many /ochers/ no le 


| iFrnot more bitter. The Method of ei 
[ | plaining Things before not underſtood, | 


1 no leſs ridicul'd, There are thoſe whi 
4 ſay, that if Prayer is but as full of He 
| and Flame as the Letter, it will never an 
=”. ſwer the preſcrib'd Calmneſs and Und 
| ſturbedneſs; and that therd is no Likell 
1 hood that any Man ſhould think him dea 


1 .ori-afleep,, Who ſnarls and bites: at t. 
| ſame Time that he would make the Worl 


| believe he is undiſturb'd; as is expreſs d 

i the Bottom of p. 14. Nor do they ſte 
i here, it is become a Matter of Mirth 
i them, that a Man of !fo' clear an Unde 
| ſtanding, and ſuch Happineſs of Exprefliog 
| ſhould publiſh a Piece ſo dark and abſtruſ 

i hat the beſt Defence he can make for ir, i 

1 to ſay that no Body underſtands it, no nc 


| - | theableſt Divines who have taken Offen 
1 at it ; and this, ac he ſays, for w_ 
Nel. 151 3 undel 
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underftanding it; and this is till worſe, 
that the ſame Perſons ſtil] perſiſt, after ha- 


ving read the Expoſition, that either the 


il Doctrine is as bad as they underſtood it at 


di. firſt, or elſe the whole Matter remains as 
unintelligible as ever. 


Ben. They may make themſelves as merry 
as they pleaſe, whilft they cannot unravel 
their own Senſe, or well diſtinguiſh it from 
the plain Words of the Sermon. The 
Doctor, p. 19, urges, that Chriſt, at bis De- 
parture into Heaven, provided for the 
good Government of it by others, whom be 
commiſſion'd to teach and expound his Laws, 
to bear Rule and Authority over his Subjects, 


W fo be bis Vicegerents, &c. And then adds, 


that be requir d his Church to obey them, 
and to be guided by their Inſtructions, where 

were not contrary to his. Again, p. 20, 
he tells us, If CHRIST had made ns Pro- 
viſion, {4 ſubſtituting Vicegerents to act for, 
and under bim, &c. the Church of Chriſt muſt 
have been a Babel, and his Kingdom 4 
Realm of Confuſion. Enough has been ſaid 
already to this Point, that allowing the 


jo Liberty the Doctor does, of examining 


whether the Orders of thoſe Vicegerents 
are agreeable to the Commands of Chrift, 
their whole Authority fails, every Man 
becoming his own Judge, and his own Vice- 
erent, and none wy ing the 8 
4 | f . ut 
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but following his own Notion ofthe Thing; 


and if that Notion happens to be contrarß 
to the Vicegerent's, in any Caſe whatſoever, 
he will act according to his own Notion, 7 
and not according to the Vicegerent's, and be 
juſtifiable in ſo doing. Thus the Preſtyte- 
rian, looking upon Epiſcopacy as Popith and | 
abominable, will be in the right in ſeeking 8 
the entire Subverſion of it, as was once 
done throughout Great Britain, and is now 
done in Scotland; and ſo of others, which 
in Reality is but the ſame that the Sermon 
aſſerts. . = 
Aen. Let us avoid Repetitions, which 
would take up too much of our Time. 1 
heppen'd lately to diſcourſe on the Subjet i 
of the Letter, in ſome Company where a 

Colonel was, who hearing what it ſays, p. 
30, in comparing the Church to an Army, 
flew into a Paſlion, telling us, That the Cob- 
ler ought not to go beyond his Laſt, becauſe Þ 
{ome ; Pens”, Ht. to talk knowingly of | 
all Profeſſions, expos d their Ignorance, and 
occaſion'd more Harm than they eould re- 


dreſs with all their imaginary Learning. 


Fur Inſtance, ſaid he, (interſperſing his Re- 


marks with as many Oaths and Curſes as 


other Words) the Author of that Letter 
very gravely tells us, that the Chief General 


it the Ruler of an Army, and that the Orders 


of the Chief General, ſuppoſing them to be 
| | given 


, (35) 

2 given by bimſelf, for the Uſe of the Soldiers 
| 3, his Abſence, are the Directions for the 
Soldiers in all their Service and Warfare. 
Now, applying this to what he has ſaid before, 
that every Member of the Church is to exa- 
nine, whether the Deciſions of the Clergy 
are agreeable to the Bible, we ſhall have 
every ſenſeleſs private Centinel, when be 
= is commanded to fight, to march, &c. re- 
= quire to ſee the General's Orders under bis 
own Hand, before he will obey ; and if- he 
has no Mind to expoſe his Body, he ſhall be 
at Liberty to expound the Orders according 
to bis own Senſe, and then the D— 


« on — 
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tate 
all Commiſſions. Nay, if the Articles of War 
are left to their Expoſition, no Court Mar- 
tial will haue any Right to puniſh them; 
and thus, if a furious Fanatick is pleas'd to 
burn a Church, becauſe the Steeple is an A- 
bomination to him, no Officer can pretend to 
call him to an Accuunt for that, which he will 
not allow to be a Crime. I would therefore 
# adviſe the Gentlemen of the Gown to make as 
free as they pleaſe withthe Goſpel; which they 
- & profeſs to be commiſſion'd or not commiſſion d 

in, and not to infuſè ſuch Principles into the 
- = Soldiery, who are under abſolute Command, 
s | whatſoever other People may be, as to make 
ry | them mutinous, and overturn all Diſcipline, 
Thus ſpoke our Colonel, and left us all 
mute, only adding, as he went off, That his 
1 E 2 Religion 
4 | 
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ſion'd ſo many Diſtractions, bad any ot her Re- a 


what | the. Black-Gowns preach. 


for as no Man mould conſult theſa in a 


(36) 
Religion was in bis Commiſſion, ' and that | 
be could not believe, that thoſe who occa- þ 


ligion than Gain. 
Ben. We are not to regard what theſe | 
Red - Coats ſay, any more than 3 2 
hey 


worſhip Mars, the God of War, and many 
others pay all their Devotions to Pluto, the 
God of Wealth. 

Ken. A Counſellor in the ſame Company, 
when the Soldier had done, took up the 
Cauſe, alledging, That in bis Opinion, Di- 
VINES bad as little to do with the Civil Go- 
vernment, as Lawyers with the Spiritual ; 


of- Conſcience, fo none would adviſe with the 
others in a Point of Law : And indeed, {aid 
he, if every Man is capable of determining 
in the ſpiritual Law, there will be no Need 
of Teachers,.or J rufers : But God forbid 
ir ſbould be fo in the Temporal, for that would 


fend many Hundreds of us, who are in tbe 


Way of getting go god Eflates, a begging; and 
the Courts in Weſtminſter-Hall might be 


turn d into Shops, as well as ihe reſt ; for 


there. would be no longer any Buſineſs for 


Judge: every Man deciding for bimſelf ʒ and 
ibis — be. ſome Expence ſau d to 1 8 
vernment, which may alſo find it's 1 
fu i 15 pave meds ou, * every Man, b being 
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e Fudge of Seripture, there is no 
rtber Uſe AN Judget. Our Laws 
Ire print ed, in Engliſh, as well as the 
aw of God, yet few Perſons will-pretend 
o decide by them, and even the ableſt Practi- 
ener find themſelves often miſtalen in their 
biniont, contrary to which the Courts fre- 
ul give Semence;, end yet thoſe L 
merpreting the Laws their own Way, are 

ot look'd upon as Uſurpers of the Sovereign 
Ben. Lane and Soldiers are alike to 
their Way 


"SF 


5 the Iatter are for hewing 
hrough all Laws, and the former for puz- 
ing every Cauſe. If we can ſo manage be- 
ween them, as to raiſe our ſelves, and en- 
ich our Families, they may be allow'd to 
lk, and to thrive in their Way, as we 
Jo in ours. Both theſe Perſons expreſs d 
hemſelves, as apprehend ing the Damages 
hat might accrue to their particular Pro- 
flions, if ſuch Notions were admitted a- 
mong them; whereas you and I do not 
hink it our Buſineſs to conſider what may 
> prejudicial to others, but what is moſt 
ikely to prove advantageous to our ſelves, 
However, if you have any more to report 
from that Converſation, it is good to hear 
what all Sorts of Perſons have to ſay, that 
we may be the readier to amuſe the Igno- 
rant with our Shifts and Eyaſtons, . wy | 
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(38) 
Ven. One who had been a Hearer before, 
without opening his Lips, at laſt ſhot hi 


Bolt to this Effect. I am neither Soldier 
Lawyer, nor Divine, and ſball not therefor 


prefiime.to make any Fudgment*where then 
Profeſſiont are conoorn d, tho, according to th 
Doctrines nom inculcated, I perceive I may 
be as food a Fnilge of Divinity, as he who has 
made it bis Scudy all the Days of his Life, 
and much better than the Convecation, who: 
Opinion I find ſtands for nothing + Tet, ha. 
ving quitted all Claim to Theology, as well a 
to the Law or the Sword, I will not entrench 
upon them. I (hall only ſerve what is ob. 


vious to every Man of common Senſe, being 


- @ palpable Contradiction in the Anſwer to the 


Doctors Letter, where, p. 32, we have theſe 
Words, The Excluſion of the Papiſts from 
the Throne, was not upon the Account of 
their Religion; and then, within three 
Lines, I have contended indeed elſewhere, 
that it was their unbappy Religion, which 
alone made them uncapable in themſelves, 
of governing this Proteſtant Nation, &c. 
T have nothing to do with the Fact of the 
Revolution ; I only deſire to know, whether 
it be not a-palpable Contradiction, to ſay in 
the Space of fix or ſeven Lines, that the 
Excluſion 5 the Papiſts was not upon Account 
of their Religion, and then, that their Religion 


alone made them incapable of Governing # 


if | 


re, ( 39 9 


this be not affirming and denviy the ſame Thind in 
A ame Poly of 4 Lang 12 fe "gp! 


h follows, be of any 
t was not their 


adverſary, as if he were a Favourer of Popery, alled ing 


if he had really haken 
Papiſts, he ſhould bave 


vility, than he has lateiy 
done. This is throwing Dirt by Way o Argument, or 


Man, whom he does not Inow 


with telling him, that he contradicts Acts of Parlia- 
nent; 4 then ironicall inſmuates, as l the Doctor 


reaching all, and every Thing which he finds there, 
n oblig d to fit down and conſider human Lans; 
f very Act of Parliament, and to find, or make the 
ws of the Goſpel agreeable to them, before he pre- 
umes to preach, or inculcate them. Did this Man 
never hear of a Divine puniſh'd for preaching contrary to 
an Att of Parliament? If be did not, let him enguire a- 
mong bis Friends, and they will inform him; and yet thoſe 
„be did it, perhaps, never queſtion'd their having rhe 
eſpel on their Side. After all this E-xpoſftulation, p. 
12 he farely tells us, Tam far from ſaying, that I will 
4 


anſwer for every Sentence, in every Book of mine, 
written long ago. I he will not anſwer for every Sentence 
written long ago, perhaps when it bas been 4 little longer, 
be will anſwer for none. And by the Jame Rule 'when 
this Sermon has been lon preach'd, if other Circum| ances 

Id require it, be will not anſuer for one Title in it 1 
know not whether he has found an) Thing of tl is Sort of Pru- 
ence in his New Teltament, but am rather apt to be- 
lieve he learnt it of his good Friend Dr. B-----t, who, had 
n excellent Faculty this Way. "Ben. 


* 
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and und ſturb d. 


N 

Jen. I have mintited down all this Diſcourſe, an! 
ſh Il endeavour to give each of the Perſons vou hav: 
mention d, an Anſwer in the News-Papers, 0 Wa 
of Advertiſement, with as much Spight and Venog 
as my Pen is copable of expreſſing, yet in my ſelf cal 


Ten. | think we have dwelt long enough over 
Diſt of Tea, and yet I muſt acquaint you with o 
heavy Charge more againſt the Anſwer, ſince yc 
have undertaken the Defence of it. Pag. 41, . 
find theſe Words, Many and glorious Things have 
read, and heard on all Sides, about the flouriſhing 
Eſtate of the Church of Chrift before Conſtantine ; 4 
many melanchelly and terrible Accounts of its Conditil 
from, and after that Time ; till by Degrees it became i 
the corrupt Eftate of the Church of Rome, the Sink 
Hypocrites, and the Sanctuary of Atheifts. This P 
riod many do not ſtick to ſtigmatize with the Nam 
of downright Blaſphemy ; the additional Words, i 
the corrupt State of Rome, will not fend off the Blow 
for it cannot be faid that the Church of Rome on 
is deſign'd for the Sink of Hypcerites, and the Santi 
ary of Acheiſts, becauſe it refers to the Church 
Cu nls r, of which many glorious Things had be 
beard and read; ſo that all the Hypocriſy and Ath 
iſm falls upon the Church of CHRIS r. 
Ben. 1 find you keep ill Company, who carp i 
every Slip of the Pen or Tongue, and I am not nof 
aided to an{wer that Charge, which yet is eaſily 


done, by affirming, that no Man underftands me. 


muſt now take Leave of you; we ſhall talk farther i! 
our next Meeting. ZE a | 


